
Academic year 20-21 
Overview of KS2 English Year 5 
This contains all the English units in the Hamilton blocks. 
 

Terms  Topic Overview 

1 Non-Fiction 

Instructions and 

Explanations: 

Changing 

Technology 

This unit explores instructions and explanations with hover boards, doggie 

umbrellas & new-fangled escalators in the context of changing technology. 

Study the grammar of cohesion and create guides for futuristic travel. 

 

Essential Texts: None for this block 

2 Fiction  

Modern Fiction: 

The Hole by 

Øyvind Torseter 

This unit explores the intriguing story, The Hole, by Oyvind Torseter. Children 

ask and answer questions and use inference skills to speculate about what is 

happening. They generate powerful vocabulary and revise parts of speech. They 

then write their own version or a sequel based on the book. 

 

Essential Texts: The Hole by Øyvind Torseter, The Promise by Nicola Davies 

and Laura Carlin 

3 Fiction 

Short Stories: 

Spooky Short 

Stories 

This unit is a study genre of short stories using Short! by Crossley-Holland. 

Investigate adverbials and develop use of perfect form to indicate time/cause. 

Write predictions and short stories. 

 

Essential Texts:  

Short! by Kevin Crossley-Holland 

 

4 Poetry 

Poems by the 

Same Poet: 

Joseph Coelho 

 

This unit meets Joseph Coelho! Read, watch and discuss his work (in Werewolf 

Club Rules). Write and perform poetry. Revise noun phrases, and brackets, 

dashes and commas. 

 

Essential Texts: 

Werewolf Club Rules by Joseph Coelho 

 

5 Non-Fiction 

Reports: Games 

In this unit will be using Tuesday by David Wiesner to study reports. Write 

speech, playscripts, speech bubbles, direct and reported speech. Use modal 

verbs; learn about cohesion. Write newspaper reports. 

 

Essential Texts:  

Tuesday and Hurricane by David Wiesner 

 

6 Poetry 

Poems on a 

Theme: 

Aspirations and 

Dreams 

 

In this unit we will be using truly inspirational poetry, look at aspirations and 

dreams.  Start with a performance of What do you want to be? Explore modal 

verbs/adverbs, relative clauses. Wind up by writing your own inspired poem.  

 

Essential Texts:  

Poems and texts provided in resources 

 

 


